Cynthia Garcia- Simpson, PhD.

Assistant Professor, Special Education Program Coordinator
Language, Literacy and Special Populations

College of Education

Degrees Earned
Ph.D. in Human Resource Development, Texas A&M University, 2002

M.Ed. in Education, Sam Houston State University, 1996
B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies (Special Education), Southwest Texas State University, 1992

Professional Licensure and Certifications
Texas Teaching Certificate
Educational Diagnostician Certification (PK-12)
Supervision Certification (PK-12)
Early Childhood Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Certification (PK-K)
English as a Second Language Certification (PK-12)
Generic Special Education Certification (PK-12)
Self- Contained Elementary Education Certification (1-8)
Instructional Leadership Certification: Sam Houston State University
Texas State Early Care and Education Career Development System
Master Level Trainer, Registration #1020

Texas State Early Care and Education Career Development System
Master Level Trainer. Registration # 028-0108-9900T

Training and Development Certification: Texas A&M University/Association for
Training and Development

Peer-Review Publications and Artistic Performances/Exhibitions
Articles

Spencer, V. & Simpson, C., 2008, Using the Power Card Strategy to Teach Social Skills to a Child
with Autism. Manuscript submitted for publication.

Simpson, C., Price, D., Robbins, M., Spencer, V., & Lowdermilk, J. ,2008, Research and Practice:
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Lynch, S. & Simpson, C., in press, Social Skills: Laying the Foundation for Success. Dimensions in
Early Childhood.
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Simpson, C. & Lynch, S., 2007, “Ethical Decision Making: An interactive problem solving session.”
Texas Educational Diagnostician Association Annual Conference, El Paso, TX, February 21, 2007
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Simpson, C., 1999, “ParaEducators Lifelines in the Classroom: Supporting the Instructional
Process.” Education Service Center Staff Development, Region V. Beaumont, TX, January 2008

Simpson, C., 1998, “Behavior Improvement Strategies.” Port Neches ISD District Wide Staff
Development, Port Neches, TX, October 1998

Simpson, C., 1998,“Behavior Improvement Strategies.” Manor ISD Staff Development, Manor, TX,
August 1998

Simpson, C., 1998, “ Melding.” Regional ParaEducator Conference. Educational Service Center,
Region XI. Fort Worth, TX, August 1998

Simpson, C., 1998, “The IEP Process: The Role of the ParaEducator.” Arlington ISD ParaEducator



Training, Arlington, TX, August 1998

Fitzgerald, M., Johnson, M., Lasater, M., & Simpson, C., 1998, “Consultation and Evaluation of
Lifelines in the Classroom Trainer of Trainer.” LR Consulting ParaEducator Workshops, Houston,
TX, June 1998

Simpson, C., 1998, “Council for Exceptional Children Make and Take.” Sam Houston Student
Council for Exceptional Children, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX, May 1998

Simpson, C. & Boughton, M., 1998, “Promoting Disability Awareness Among Peers.” Young Child
Winter Conference, Huntsville, TX, February 1998

Work or Professional Experiences

2005-Present, Special Education Program Coordinator/Assistant Professor of Special Education,
Sam Houston State University

2003-2005, Assistant Professor of Special Education, Sam Houston State University
1992-2002, Lecturer in Special Education/Early Childhood, Sam Houston State University
1998-2002, Educational Consultant/Independent Evaluator

1998-2000, Executive Director, Growing Together, Inc.

1996-1998, Educational Diagnostician, Spring Independent School District

1993-1996, PK/ PPCD Teacher, Conroe Independent School District

1992-1993, Adaptive Behavior Teacher, Alief Independent School District

Honors and Awards

2007 Judges Selection Award for the publication: Warner, W. Lynch, S. Nabors, D, Simpson, C.
(2007). Inclusive Lesson Plans Throughout the Year. Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House, Inc.

2007 Early Childhood News Directors’ choice award for the publication: Warner, W. Lynch, S.,
Nabors, D, Simpson, C. (2007). Inclusive Lesson Plans Throughout the Year. Beltsville, MD: Gryphon
House, Inc.

Susan Hargrave Trainer of the Year, Texas Association for the Education of Young Children, 2007

Kathleen Varner Service Award, Texas Council for Exceptional Children, 2007

Finalist for Susan Phillips Gorin Award, Council for Exceptional Children, 2007

Nominated for Susan Phillips Gorin Award, Council for Exceptional Children, 2006

Recognition and Appreciation Award, Texas Educational Diagnostician Association, 2006

Finalist for College of Education Outstanding Teaching Award ,College of Education, 2005

Finalist for College of Education Outstanding Teaching Award, College of Education, 2004

Nominated for Susan Hargrave Trainer of the Year Award, Texas Association for the Education of
Young Children, 2004

Nominated for College of Education Outstanding Teaching Award, College Education, 2003

Other Competencies



Ad Hoc Reviewer

Dimensions of Early Childhood: Journal of the Southern Association for the Education of Young
Children

Early Years: Journal of the Texas Association for the Education of Young Children

The Dialog: Journal of the Texas Association of Educational Diagnosticians

Book Reviews

Sprung, B., Froschl, M. & Hinitz, B., 2005,The Anti-Bullying and Teasing Book for
Preschool Classrooms. Gryphon House: MD.

Textbook Reviewer

Friend, M., 2006, IDEA 2004 Update Edition. Special Education Contemporary Perspectives for
School Professionals. Pearson Allyn and Bacon: MA

Sattler, J. & Dumont, R., 2005, Assessment of Children: WISC-1V and WPPSI-IIl Supplement: Sattler
Publishing: CA.

Friend, M. ,2005, IDEA 2004 Special Education Contemporary Perspectives for School Professionals.
Pearson Allyn and Bacon: MA

Non- Referred Articles

Simpson, C. & Brown, L.,2006, TAEYC Legislative Agenda. Early Years: The Journal of the Texas
Association for the Education of Young Children. Volume 28, Issue 3, pp.14-15

Simpson, C., 2006, Five Simple Steps on Becoming an Effective Advocate. Early Years: The Journal of
the Texas Association of the Education of Young Children. Volume 28, Issue 2, pp. 14-15

Simpson, C., July/August/September, 2005, Where do we go from here? Looking ahead to Public
Policy Issues. Guest Editorial. Texas Association of College Teachers Quarterly e-bulletin.

Lynch, S. & Simpson, C., 2005, Social Stories: A Storybook Approach to Teach Positive Socialization.
Advocate: Journal of Houston Area Association for the Education of Young Children. VVolume 25,
Issue 2, pp. 19-20

Simpson, C. & McGuire, M., 2005, Are you ready? Supporting children in an uncertain world.

http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/curriculum ideas/files/Are You Ready Supporting Childr

en_in _an Undertain World.pdf

Simpson, C., 2003, Budgeting 101: Surviving the Budget Development Process. Southern Early
Childhood Association Reporter. August, 4



McGuire, M. & Simpson, C., 2002, Strategies for State Affiliates: Now that they’ve joined, how do we
keep them? Southern Early Childhood Association Reporter. November, 8

Simpson, C. G., 2003, Factors influencing the recruitment and retention of educational
diagnosticians as perceived by special education directors in Texas. Dissertation Abstracts
International, 63, 11-A, 3909. (UMI No. 3072535)

McGuire, M. & Simpson, C., 2001, Your state affiliate: Recruiting to keep your organization vibrant
and dynamic. Southern Early Childhood Association. Reporter. December, 6



