Portfolio Requirements

1. 10 great pieces impeccably presented and contained in a professional case

2. Logo book

3. Designed resume

4. Examples from sketchbook (demonstrates your ability to think visually and conceptually) 

5. Self-promotional piece

6. Sample sheet to leave behind with resume

· Optional: computer disk of design work (which repeats contents of portfolio case)

· Optional: web site of portfolio work and resume

· Optional: Cover letter

Design Elements that should appear in portfolio

· Type
Show that you can handle body text. 
Examples include magazine spreads, newsletters, CD liner notes.
· A Campaign
Show that you can carry a consistent identity through several pieces.
Examples include sets of letterheads, packaging, ads, posters, etc.
· An Idea
Show original concept and thought. This goes beyond showcasing your computer skills.
· Design Heritage
Show that you know something about design history.
Example include mimicking a designer’s work or producing a poster for a lecture by or about a designer, utilizing his/her style.
· Something Done Outside of Class
Interviewers see a lot of student portfolios. They know what’s a class project and what is not. Showing a piece designed outside of the restraints of a class project shows your passion for the field and your initiative.
· A Group Project
If possible, show a piece created by a team. Indicate what contribution you made. This shows you can work with others, which you will be doing at a job.
· More Type
When in doubt as to what to include, include more projects dealing with type in an interesting way.
I cannot stress enough that EVERY piece in your portfolio must be perfect. EACH ONE must be the absolute best you can do.
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