§4.28 Core Curriculum

(a) General. In accordance with Texas Education Code, §§61.821 - 61.831, each general academic institution,
community college, and health-related institution shall design and implement a core curriculum, including specific
courses composing the curriculum, of no less than 42 lower-division semester credit hours. Health-related institutions
should encourage their students to complete their core curriculum requirement at a general academic institution or
community college.

(b) Component Areas. Each institution's core curriculum must be designed to satisfy the exemplary educational
objectives specified for the component areas of the "Core Curriculum: Assumptions and Defining Characteristics"
adopted by the Board; all lower-division courses included in the core curriculum must be consistent with the "Texas
Common Course Numbering System," and must be consistent with the framework identified in Charts | and Il of this
subsection. Chart | specifies the minimum number of semester credit hours required in each of five major component
areas that a core curriculum must include (with sub-areas noted in parentheses). Chart Il specifies options available to
institutions for the remaining 6 - 12 semester credit hours.

Figure: 19 TAC §4.28(b)

Chart | - Institutions must select 36 semester credit hours of the core curriculum
according to the parameters described below:

Component Area Required Semester
Credit Hours

010** Communication 6
(English rhetoric/composition)

020** Mathematics 3
(logic, college-level algebra equivalent, or

above)

030** Natural Sciences 6
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Humanities & Visual and Performing Arts 6
Must include:
050** Visual/Performing Arts

040** Other (literature, philosophy, modern (3)

or classical language/literature and cultural (3)
studies®)

Social/Behavioral Sciences 15
Must include:

060** U.S. History (legislatively mandated) (6)
070** Political Science (legislatively

mandated) (6)

080** Social/Behavioral Science

)

Total Minimum Requirements 36

* Humanities

application of language skills includes a study of literature in the original language,
and/or the cultural studies related to a modern or classical language.

** |[dentifying numbers recommended by the Texas Association of Collegiate Registrars
and

Admissions Officers (TACRAO) for use on students transcripts, in order to indicate
courses utilized

to satisfy core curriculum component area requirements. Student transcripts should also
indicate

whether a student has completed the core curriculum satisfactorily.




Chart Il - To complete the required 42-semester-credit-hour core curriculum, institutions
shall select an additional 6 semester credit hours from one or more of the following:

Component Area Possible Additional Semester Credit

Hours
(6 Minimum)

011*** Communication Upto 6
(composition, speech,
modern language

communication skills*)

021*** Mathematics (finite math, statistics, Upto3
calculus, or above)

031*** Natural Sciences Upto3

041*** Humanities (literature, philosophy, Upto3
modern or classical language/literature and
cultural studies™) &

051*** Visual and Performing Arts

081*** Social and Behavioral Sciences Upto3

090*** Institutionally Designated Option Upto6
(may include additional semester credit
hours in the categories listed above,
computer literacy, health/wellness,
kinesiology, capstone or interdisciplinary
courses, efc.

Total Additional Hours 6

* Communication application of a modern language means the basic proficiency skills
acquired

during introductory courses and including a working competency in grammar, writing,
speaking,

and listening/comprehension in a foreign language.

** Humanities application of language skills includes a study of literature in the original
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language, and/or the cultural studies related to a modern or classical language.

*** |dentifying numbers recommended by the Texas Association of Collegiate Registrars
and

Admissions Officers (TACRAO) for use on students transcripts, in order to indicate
courses

utilized to satisfy core curriculum component area requirements. Student transcripts
should also

indicate whether a student has completed the core curriculum satisfactorily.

(c) Transfer of Credit--Completed Core Curriculum. If a student successfully completes the 42 semester credit hour
core curriculum at a Texas public institution of higher education, that block of courses may be transferred to any other
Texas public institution of higher education and must be substituted for the receiving institution's core curriculum. A
student shall receive academic credit for each of the courses transferred and may not be required to take additional
core curriculum courses at the receiving institution unless the Board has approved a larger core curriculum at that
institution.

(d) Concurrent Enroliment.

(1) A student concurrently enrolled at more than one institution of higher education shall follow the core
curriculum requirements in effect for the institution at which the student is classified as a degree-seeking
student.

(2) A student who is concurrently enrolled at more than one institution of higher education may be classified as
a degree-seeking student at only one institution.

(3) If a student maintains continuous enroliment from a spring semester to the subsequent fall semester at an
institution at which the student has declared to be seeking a degree, the student remains a degree-seeking
student at that institution regardless of the student's enroliment during the intervening summer session(s) at
another institution.

(e) Transfer of Credit--Core Curriculum Not Completed. Except as specified in subsection (f) of this section, a student
who transfers from one institution of higher education to another without completing the core curriculum of the sending
institution shall receive academic credit within the core curriculum of the receiving institution for each of the courses
that the student has successfully completed in the core curriculum of the sending institution. Following receipt of credit
for these courses, the student may be required to satisfy the remaining course requirements in the core curriculum of
the receiving institution.

(f) Satisfaction of Component Areas. Each student must meet the minimum number of semester credit hours in each
component area; however, an institution receiving a student in transfer is not required to accept component core
course semester credit hours beyond the maximum specified in a core component area.

(g) Exemplary Educational Objectives From More Than One Component Area. An institution may include within its
core curriculum a course or courses that combine exemplary educational objectives from two or more component
areas of the exemplary educational objectives defined in this section.

(h) Transcripts. Each institution must note core courses on student transcripts as recommended by the Texas
Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (TACRAO).

(i) Notice. Each institution must publish and make readily available to students its core curriculum requirements stated
in terms consistent with the "Texas Common Course Numbering System."

(j) Substitutions and Waivers. No institution or institutional representative may approve course substitutions or waivers
of the institution's core curriculum requirements for any currently enrolled student. For students who transfer to a public
institution from a college or university that is not a Texas public institution of higher education, evaluation of the
courses the student completed prior to admission should apply to the fulfillment of the core curriculum component
areas only those courses the institution has accepted for transfer that can demonstrate fulfillment of the exemplary
educational objectives for the appropriate component area or areas.

(k) Accommodations.

(1) The Commissioner or the Commissioner's designated staff representative may, on a case-by-case basis,
approve an accommodation of a specific core curriculum component area requirement for a student with a
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medically-documented learning disability, including but not limited to dyslexia, dysgraphia, or Asperger's
Syndrome.

(2) Accommodation shall not include a waiver or exemption of any core curriculum requirement.

(3) In requesting an accommodation under this subsection, an institution may request approval of core
curriculum applicability for a course the institution offers but that is not approved as a part of that institution's
core curriculum, if the institution demonstrates that the course has been approved to fulfill the same specific
core curriculum component area requirement at five or more other Texas public colleges or universities. The
Texas Common Course Numbering System course number may be used as evidence of the suitability of the
course under this subsection.

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.28 adopted to be effective May 27, 2003, 28 TexReg 4109; amended to be
effective August 15, 2006, 31 TexReg 6325




