§4.6 Minimum Length of Courses and Limitation on the Amount of Credit that a Student May Earn in a Given
Time Period

(a) Traditionally-delivered three-semester-credit-hour courses should contain 15 weeks of instruction (45 contact
hours) plus a week for final examinations so that such a course contains 45 to 48 contact hours depending on whether
there is a final exam.

(b) Every college course is assumed to involve a significant amount of non-contact hour time for out-of-class student
learning and reflection. To ensure the quality of student learning, institutions should not allow students to carry more
courses in any term (that is, regular or shortened semester), which would allow them to earn more than one semester
credit hour per week over the course of the term. For example, in a five and a half week summer term, students should
not generally be allowed to enroll for more than six semester credit hours.

(c) Institutions should have a formal written policy for addressing any exceptions to subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Courses delivered in shortened semesters are expected to have the same number of contact hours and the same
requirement for out-of-class learning as courses taught in a normal semester.

(e) Institutions may offer a course in a non-traditional way (for example, over the internet, or through a shortened,
intensive format) that does not meet these contact hour requirements, if the course has been reviewed and approved
through a formal, institutional faculty review process that evaluates the course and its learning outcomes and
determines that the course does, in fact, have equivalent learning outcomes to an equivalent, traditionally delivered
course.

Source Note: The provisions of this §4.6 adopted to be effective May 27, 2003, 28 TexReg 4107

§4.7 Student Transcripts
(a) Student transcripts shall contain a record of each state funded course attempted by a student at the transcripting
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