Formative Evaluation Of Behavior Analytic Terms (FEBAT) Rubric


	The FEBAT is a formative evaluation that assesses knowledge on 25 standard behavior analytic terms at six points in the candidate's academic career (beginning of program, end of first semester, end of second semester, end of first summer term, end of second summer term, end of first semester of second year, and end of program).  The FEBAT is scored on a faculty-created rubric with a 5-point scale.  Scores from 0-4 are administered based on the quality of the definition provided for each term; 4 point answers are those most similar to the definitions provided by Cooper, Heron, and Heward (2007), a textbook based on the Behavior Analysis Certification Board task list.  At least 25% of FEBAT administrations are scored by two Board Certified Behavior Analysts to ensure interrater reliability. 

	In general, when a CHH definition provides an example, an example is not required for the definition to receive all of the points. 

	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Respondent Behavior
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Reflex”
	A definition with any 2 important omissions from the full definition. For example, “S-R conditioning, behavior controlled by stimuli”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “The response component of a reflex” OR “behavior that is elicited by an antecedent stimulus”

	“The response component of a reflex; behavior that is elicited, or induced, by antecedent stimuli” (CHH, p.703)

	Operant Behavior
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “voluntary behavior”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Behavior controlled by consequences, R-S conditioning”

	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “Behavior that is evoked by stimuli and controlled by consequences”

	“Behavior that is selected, maintained, and brought under stimulus control as a function of its consequences” (CHH, p. 700)

	Interobserver agreement
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Percent agreement”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example,  “Two people observe the same behavior”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “Two or more independent observers observe the same behavior”
	“The degree to which two or more independent observers report the same observed values after measuring the same events”  (CHH, p. 698)


	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Reversal design
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “ABAB design”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Baseline and treatment are alternated”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “Any experimental design in which the experimental removes or reverses the treatment phase to demonstrate experimental control” (I have omitted recovering baseline levels for the one point loss)

	“Any experimental design in which the researcher attempts to verify the effect of the independent variable by "reversing" responding to a level obtained in a previous condition; encompasses experimental designs in which the independent variable is withdrawn (ABAB) or reversed in its focus (e.g., DRl/DRA).” (CHH, p. 703)

	Social validity
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Acceptable to caregivers”
	Mentions any one of the following:  target behaviors are appropriate, intervention procedures are acceptable, and important and significant changes in target behaviors are produced

	Mentions any two of the following:  target behaviors are appropriate, intervention procedures are acceptable, and important and significant changes in target behaviors are produced
	“Refers to the extent to which target behaviors are appropriate, intervention procedures are acceptable, and important and significant changes in target and collateral behaviors are produced.”  (CHH, p. 704)

	Positive Reinforcement
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example,

“Something that strengthens behavior”

	Definition is missing one part- 1) Behavior is followed by 2) the addition of a stimulus that 3) makes the behavior more likely in the future. 
	Behavior is followed by the addition of a stimulus that makes behavior more likely (strengthens behavior)
	“Occurs when a behavior is followed

immediately by the presentation of a stimulus that increases

the future frequency of the behavior in similar conditions” (CHH, p. 701)

	Negative Reinforcement
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example,

“Something that strengthens behavior”
	Definition is missing one part- 1) Behavior is followed by 2) the removal of a stimulus that 3) makes the behavior more likely in the future. 
	Behavior is followed by the removal of a stimulus that makes behavior more likely (strengthens behavior)

	Occurs when a behavior is followed immediately by the  removal of a stimulus (or a decrease in the intensity of the stimulus) that increases the future frequency of the behavior in similar conditions (based on the above, no definition in CHH)


	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Fixed ratio schedule
	NR or DK
	Saying it is providing reinforcement on a fixed schedule, but describing an FI or some other schedule
	The three basic components to this answer are: reinforcement schedule, response contingent reinforcer, set number of responses. 2 points should be provided for only getting one of those things, 3 should be provided for getting 2.
	“A schedule of reinforcement requiring a fixed number of responses” OR  “Reinforcing some set number of responses”
	“A schedule of reinforcement requiring a

fixed number of responses for reinforcement (e.g., an FR 4 schedule reinforcement follows every fourth response).” (CHH, p. 696)

	Positive punishment
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example,

“Something that weakens behavior”
	Definition is missing one part- 1) Behavior is followed by 2) the addition of a stimulus that 3) makes the behavior less likely in the future. 
	Behavior is followed by the addition of a stimulus that makes behavior less likely (weakens behavior)
	“A behavior is followed immediately by the presentation of a stimulus that decreases the future frequency of the behavior, sometimes called Type T punishment.” (CHH, p.701)

	Negative punishment
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example,

“Something that weakens behavior”
	Definition is missing one part- 1) Behavior is followed by 2) the removal of a stimulus that 3) makes the behavior less likely in the future. 
	Behavior is followed by the removal of a stimulus that makes behavior less likely (weakens behavior)
	A response behavior is followed immediately by the removal of a stimulus (or a decrease in the intensity of the stimulus), that decreases the future frequency of similar responses under similar conditions; sometimes called Type II punishment. (CHH,p.700)

	Motivating operations
	NR or DK
	Tacting some part of the definition, e.g. establishing operations and abolishing operations but not describing what they are. 
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, only mentioning the value-altering effect. “An environmental variable that makes reinforcers more or less effective.” 
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, not describing the bi-directional potential, i.e. establishing and abolishing operations. For example:  An event that makes a reinforcer more potent and all behavior that has been reinforced by that stimulus more likely.
	“An environmental variable that alters (increases or decreases) the reinforcing effectiveness of some stimulus, object. or event; and (b) alters (increases or decreases) the current frequency of all be· behavior that have been reinforced by that stimulus, object, or event.” (CHH, p. 699)

	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Discriminative stimulus
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “A stimulus associated with reinforcement
	A definition with any 2 important omissions from the full definition. For example, “A stimulus in the presence of which a response has been reinforced so it signals reinforcement is available.” 
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “A stimulus in the presence of which responses of some type have been reinforced; this history of differential reinforcement is the reason an SD increases the momentary frequency of the behavior.”

	“ A stimulus in the presence of which responses of some type have been reinforced and in the absence of which the same type of responses have occurred and not been reinforced; this history of differential reinforcement is the reason an SD increases the momentary frequency of the behavior.” (CHH, p.694)


	Shaping
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 2 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Reinforcing steps in establishing a new behavior.”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “Reinforcing successive approximations to a terminal response.” 
	“The reinforcement of successive approximations to a target behavior. Shaping is used to establish a novel topography or dimension of behavior.” (Miltenberger, p.514)-(I used this one here because I thought CHH was too advanced.) 
	“Using differential reinforcement to produce a series of gradually changing response classes; each response class is a successive approximation toward a terminal behavior. Members of an existing response class are selected for differential reinforcement because they more closely resemble the terminal behavior.“ (CHH, p.704)


	Behavior Chain
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “A complex behavior, made of steps.” (or similar) 
	A definition with any 2 important omissions from the full definition. For example, “A complex behavior broke into smaller steps, each associated with a specific stimulus condition, for the purpose of teaching the chain to another person.” (or similar)
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition, most likely that the final reinforcer maintains the effectiveness of the conditioned reinforcers. 
	“A sequence of responses in which each response produces a stimulus change that functions as conditioned reinforcement for that response and as a discriminative stimulus for the next response in the chain; reinforcement for the last response in a chain maintains the reinforcing effectiveness of the stimulus change produced by all previous responses in the chain.” (CHH, p.691)


	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Task analysis
	NR or DK
	Something vaguely correct.  For example, “The analysis of a task into smaller parts” 
	A definition with any 2 important omissions from the full definition. For example, “The steps of a behavior chain. 
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “A behavior chain broken into smaller parts.” 
	“The process of breaking a complex skill or series of behaviors into smaller, teachable units; also refers to the results or this process.” (CHH, p. 706)


	Extinction
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “No longer reinforcing behavior or ignoring behavior
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “No longer reinforcing a previously reinforced response”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “No longer reinforcing a response until it gradually decreases.” 
	“The discontinuing of a reinforcement of a previously reinforced behavior (i.e. responses no longer produce reinforcement); the primary effect is a decrease in the frequency of the behavior until it reaches a prereinforced level or ultimately ceases to occur.” (CHH, p. 695)


	Differential reinforcement of other behavior (DRO)
	NR or DK
	A definition with any three important omissions from the full definition or a definition that is slighting incorrect. For example, “Reinforcing behavior other than the target behavior”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example,  “Reinforcing the absence of behavior.”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “A schedule of reinforcement during which reinforcement is provided contingent upon the absence of behavior “ (Omitting the mention of specific times or the different schedules)
	“A procedure for decreasing problem behavior in which reinforcement is contingent on the absence of the problem behavior during or at specific times (i.e, momentary DRO); sometimes called differential reinforcement of zero rates of responding or omission training).” (CHH, p. 694)

	Noncontingent reinforcement
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Time-based reinforcement” (or some other definition that mentions only one part of the definition)

	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Providing reinforcing stimuli independent of behavior.” 
	A definition with any important omissions from the full definition. For example, “An antecedent intervention used to reduce problem behavior by providing  reinforcing stimuli  independent of behavior.”
	“A procedure in which

stimuli with known reinforcing properties are presented on fixed-time (FT) or variable-time (VT) schedules completely independent of behavior; often used as an antecedent intervention to reduce problem behavior” (CHH, p. 700)

	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Functional analysis
	NR or DK
	An omission of 3 or more pieces of information from the definition. For example: “An assessment to determine the function of behavior.”  
	An omission of two important pieces of information from the full definition. For example: “An assessment to determine the function of behavior.  Includes conditions to test attention, escape, alone and a control condition.”
	Any important omission from the full definition. For example: “:An assessment that manipulated antecedents and consequences to determine the functions of behavior. Includes conditions to test attention, escape, alone and a control condition.” 
	“An analysis of the purposes (functions) of problem behavior, wherein antecedents and consequences representing those in the person's natural routines are arranged within an experimental design so that their separate effects on problem behavior can be observed and measured; typically consists of four conditions: three test conditions-contingent attention, contingent escape. And alone- and a control condition in which problem behavior is expected to be low because reinforcement is freely available and no demands are placed on the person.” (CHH, p. 696)


	Mand 
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “A request.” 

	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “verbal behavior to get a specific item.” 
	Any important omission from the full definition. For example, “a verbal operant followed by specific reinforcement.” 
	“An elementary verbal operant that is evoked by an MO and followed by specific reinforcement.” CHH, p. 699)

	Tact
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 ore more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Labeling”

	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “verbal behavior to get praise”
	Any important omission from the full definition. For example, “a verbal operant evoked by a nonverbal discriminative stimulus.”

.
	“An elementary verbal operant evoked by a nonverbal discriminative stimulus and followed by generalized conditioned reinforcement.” (CHH, p. 705)

	Item
	0 pt
	1 point
	2 points
	3 points
	4 points

	Contingency Contract
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “a contract about reinforcement.”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “a document that specifies a behavior and the reinforcer.” 
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “a document between two parties that specifies the behavior and reinforcers.”
	“A mutually agreed upon document between parties (e.g., parent and child) that specifies a contingent relationship between the completion of specified behavior(s) and access to specified reinforcer(s)” (CHH, p. 692)

	Token Economy
	NR or DK
	A definition with any 3 or more important omissions from the full definition. For example, “tokens are earned for behaviors”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, participants earns tokens and exchange them for items.” 
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example,  “a system whereby participants earn generalized conditioned reinforcers (e.g., tokens, chips, points) as an immediate consequence for specific behaviors”
	“A system whereby participants earn generalized conditioned reinforcers (e.g., tokens, chips, points) as an immediate consequence for specific behaviors; participants accumulate tokens and exchange them for items and activities from a menu of backup reinforcers.” (CHH, p. 706)

	Generalization (must not include all three forms)
	NR or DK
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition.
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, an example as a definition that isn’t clearly generalization. 
	A response that has been taught in one setting occurs in a novel setting OR a new response occurs that has the same function as the trained response. 
	“A behavior change that has not been taught directly. Generalized outcomes take one, or a combination of, three primary forms: response maintenance, stimulus/ setting generalization, and response generalization.” (CHH, p. 697, under “generalized behavior change”)

	Maintenance
	NR or DK
	A definition with any three important omissions from the full definition. For example, “Long lasting change.”
	A definition with any two important omissions from the full definition. For example, “continuing to perform the target response.”
	A definition with any important omission from the full definition. For example, “continued change in the target response after some time.” 
	“Two different meanings in applied behavior analysis: (a) the extent to which the learner continues to perform the target behavior after a portion or all of the intervention has been terminated (i.e., response maintenance), a dependent variable or characteristic of behavior; and (b) a condition in which treatment has been discontinued or partially withdrawn, an independent variable or experimental condition.” (CHH, p. 698-699; either definition)


