SPAN 5373 – Theory/Practice of Translation/Interpretation [Spring 2014]
Dr. Triano-López

Please read the following question carefully, and follow the instructions.

(1) Interpretation: Pretend that you are an interpreter at a hospital. Would these three situations be ethical? Support your answers by mentioning ethical principles of medical interpretation.
(a) You have some difficulty understanding the patient’s Spanish dialect, so you interrupt the conversation between her and her doctor several times to clarify what she is saying.

(b) The doctor is explaining to the patient her illness, its causes and treatment. It is a very long explanation, so you interpret only the information that you consider important. 
(c) Frustrated at the treatment prescribed by the doctor, the patient begins to insult him. To reduce the tension between both parties, you do not interpret her insults.
(2) Translation: Translate the following article into Spanish following these instructions precisely: 
(a) The translation must be idiomatic.

(b) You must use standard Spanish, that is, avoid using colloquial language and unnecessary Anglicisms. 

(c) Assume that your audience is not familiar with U.S. culture.

(d) You may consult printed dictionaries only. Other materials, including translation tools such as Google Translate, are prohibited.
	Lawlessness Is Undoing Effort to Save Honduran Forests

Nine men were harvesting mahogany deep in the woods here when Alonso Pineda and his son appeared, carrying shotguns. An arrest warrant hangs over the two for clearing the forest illegally, but on that day they posed as its protectors.

Someone else buzzed a chain saw, . . . and the outlaw pair vanished among the trees.

It was just a fleeting glance of Mr. Pineda, who has led settlers into the woods to cut down trees and replace them with corn plots and pastureland. . . . The communities conserving the forest . . . say they are losing their livelihood because of such incursions.
What is happening here in the remote northeast of Honduras shows [. . .the reversal of] successful conservation efforts when state structures collapse. [. . . Now that] Honduras has become a central transfer point for drug shipments to the United States, there is more money to pay — and arm — land invaders, who strip the forest and transform the land into businesses like cattle ranching that can be used to launder drug money.

Even if the authorities arrest the Pinedas, there is no guarantee a judge would keep them in jail. . . Challenging those illicit interests can be lethal. A year ago, Carlos René Romero, . . .  was killed in his home in the capital, Tegucigalpa. He was a respected forester with a reputation as a stickler for enforcing the law.
Adapted from http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/13/world/americas/lawlessness-undoing-effort-to-save-honduran-forests.html?ref=science
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