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BUS TOUR   2/08






Board your bus and introduce yourself to the driver, sponsors and students. Tell them about their tour and yourself.

To the left of the bus is the Visitor and Alumni center where our office is located. Next to our building is the Estill Building. Undergraduate Admissions, Financial Aid and the Registrar’s Office are located in this building. 

The building across from Estill is Farrington. It houses our Physics Department, the Reading Center, Writing Center, and Math Lab.
Right next to our bus is Academic Building 3.  Originally the men’s gymnasium, it now houses the Departments of Military Science, Army ROTC, Dance, and the Correspondence Course Division.


On our right is our new Chemistry and Forensic Science Building.  Forensic Chemistry is one of our new and very popular programs. Behind the CFS building, you will see our University Post Office.  When you live on-campus, you are automatically assigned your own post office box, and you don’t have to share that with your roommate or 

suitemates. 


Beyond the CFS building is the South Paw dining facility. The South Paw has Tortilla Fresca, Starbucks, Wetzel's Pretzels, and a Subway. The South Paw accepts cash, the campus meal plan, and Credit Cards.


This building on our left is AB4 or Academic Building 4.  It houses our history, psychology, philosophy, and library science departments.  It also houses our SAM Center (Student Advisement and Mentoring), which is an advising and mentoring center. 

The building behind AB4 is the Lee Drain Building. LDB has Mathematical and Information Sciences, Biology, Environmental Science, Geology & Geography.

On our right is White Hall.  It is an outside entrance residence hall which means students do not have to go through a lobby to get to their rooms.  It is set up like a motel.   White Hall has been recently renovated to accommodate only 2 students per suite.  One of the adjoining rooms is a kitchen and living room, the other is a bedroom.   

To our far right is Raven Village.  It is an apartment style dorm in the style of Sam Houston Village, but is limited to upperclassmen.  It also features its own convenience store.  

On our left is the Bernard G. Johnson Coliseum.  We have volleyball and basketball games here, concerts and our bi-annual preview day, “Saturdays @ Sam!”    Does anyone have any questions? (As the bus is stopped to let students walk across the street the tour guide can answer a few questions.)

 We are now passing Bearkat Village.  It is an apartment style dorm in the style of Sam Houston Village, but is limited to upperclassmen like Raven Village.         

Here on our left you get a good view of Bowers Stadium.  It’s an artificial turf stadium that seats 14,000 fans.  Sam Houston is a member of the Southland Conference, and we play Texas State University- San Marcos, Stephen F. Austin State in Nacogdoches, McNeese, Northwestern State and Nicholls State.  We also have an interesting tradition called the “Couch Potato Section.”  This is a section where students can bring old couches or recliners and sit behind the end zone to cheer on the football team. 


Further on down to our left is the recently completed Don Sanders Baseball Stadium and Softball Complex. Talk about sports at SHSU.


Straight ahead is the University Hotel; it’s a 90 room on-campus hotel, and the accommodations are very nice. The price is very affordable. Current information is on the University Hotel website. 

To the left is the George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center.  Sam Houston’s Criminal Justice Program was the first CJ program in the state and is consistently considered among the top CJ programs, both nationally and internationally. We have students from all over the U.S. and the world coming to SHSU just for our CJ program.  We also now have a police academy through that department.

There are 8 small houses on The Hill, and four of those are sorority houses. (The sorority houses are Alpha Chi Omega, Alpha Delta Pi, Sigma Sigma Sigma and Zeta Tau Alpha)

The Student Health Center (on the right) and Career Services (on the left) both offer services that are covered under student service fees.  The Health Center has full-time staff available.  Career Services offers guidance on job placement after graduation and work on campus.

On our left we have all of our single-sex residence halls.  The hall closest to us is King Hall, our only all-male residence hall. In front of King Hall are two female residential halls, Elliot and Belvin-Buchanan. Located on the bottom floor of Belvin-Buchanan is Café Belvin, one of our on-campus cafeterias.  To our right is our third female residential hall named Estill Hall.  

As we turn left on Sam Houston Avenue you will notice Sam Houston Village, one of the recent additions to our university. Sam Houston Village is a residence hall designed to accommodate 530 freshman students. Each suite houses two students and includes two bedrooms (one for each student), a bathroom, and a living area. The suite is fully furnished with card access security, elevators, an underground parking garage, state-of-the-art telephone system, free Internet connection, and local cable service.  
On the left is Academic Building 2, or as it’s called by students, AB2, which now houses the Family and Consumer Sciences Department and Industrial Technology classes.  

Jackson-Shaver Hall on our right is one of our four, coed residence halls; males and females are on separate floors.   Behind Jackson-Shaver, there are 4 small houses.  We have two types of housing at Sam Houston:  small houses and residence halls.  Most residence halls will hold up to 300 students, and small houses will have between 30 and 48 residents.
The building on your left is Austin Hall (point to Austin Hall), originally called Austin College; it was the first law school in Texas and later housed the FIRST TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOL IN THE SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES.  It is now used for special events such as the Presidents Christmas reception and the Board of Regents meetings.
In front of Austin Hall is the site of Old Main. It was the first building built specifically for the University, but unfortunately, in 1982, Old Main burned, and in 1984 the University finished out its foundation and created a park-like area that students now call The Pit.  Sometimes you might see professors holding class in The Pit or students studying or one of our many organizations will have a program here.

The Dan Rather Communications Building is on the far side of this area, which is called the Quadrangle. It was named for our most famous alumnus, Dan Rather. The Mass Communication Department office is located in this building, and Mass Communication classes are held here.  We  have a student operated radio station, 90.5 The Kat, which broadcasts from this building.  We also have a cable TV station, Cable Channel 7. This building also holds our newspaper-The Houstonian.

On your left is the across from us is the Thomason Building.  The agriculture departmental offices and classrooms are here.  Vocational Education and Industrial Education classes are held in this building as well.  
Next is the Evans Complex.  It houses the Departments of English and Foreign Language, and at Sam Houston we offer American Sign Language, Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Korean, and Spanish. (Sometimes you will be asked if a foreign language is required.  The answer to this is “sometimes.”  It all depends on your major and degree plan). Contact the Foreign Language Department for more information. 
(The bus will turns back onto Bowers Blvd. and follow the same route as earlier until it reaches Johnson Coliseum.) 
Across the parking lot is the Visual Arts and Graphic Design Department.  It is housed in the set of white buildings.  We offer Graphic Design and Studio Art classes in sculpture, painting, ceramics, jewelry, printmaking, and a new degree in Computer Animation.  

The building on our right is the Health and Kinesiology Center, or the HKC.  In addition to Kinesiology and Health classes, this building serves as a recreation facility for students. We have a 1/8 mile indoor running track, a weight room, aerobic room, racquetball courts, and volleyball and basketball courts available to all students with a Sam Houston ID. Tennis courts are behind the HKC.  Students can also rent camping equipment here.  The addition of the Recreational Sports Facility includes a 10,000 square feet open area weight room complete with free weights, cardio, and circuit workout machines, and a 34 ft. climbing wall and boulder. Another feature of the new facility is the heated pool, a sun deck and a separate covered area for socials.

The building on our left after we pass the coliseum is the Teacher Education Center.  We have Elementary and Secondary Education, Special Education, and a Teacher’s Certification Program available through the Education department.  

Next is the Newton Gresham Library.  The library has four floors, each of which covers one acre so it’s a total of four acres. We have a multimedia computer lab in the library, located on the second floor to the right as you walk in.  

The final building on our driving tour is the University Theater Center.  All of our theater and most dance productions are held in this building.  There are two theaters in this building and the drama classes, and auditions are open to all students.  


The Sam Houston Parking Garage on our right provides another alternative for students to park their vehicles when they live off of campus.


On our left just ahead is the Music Building. All of our choral and instrumental programs are housed here, such as Band, Orchestra, Choir, Musical Performance, and Vocal Music.  Sam Houston is also only one of two schools in the state that offers a Music Therapy degree.
Next on our left is Academic Building 1, or AB1. Political Science classes, Sociology classes, and Computer Science classes are held here.  Computer Services is also based out of AB1.  The 24 hour computer lab can be found in AB1 as well. We have IBM compatible and Macintosh computers, laser printers, scanners, and Internet access.  All of our computers are linked to one network.
           The area we are approaching is a new addition to the campus called Bearkat Plaza.  As you can see (if students are out), this is where students can visit between classes, study or have lunch.  Usually, instructors will let you out of class at least 10 minutes before the next class and this is a great central location to hang out or get information about campus activities, 

Our final stop on campus is the Lowman Student Center which students call the LSC. It houses the “Kat Club” game room, food court, and a Barnes & Noble bookstore.  There are several other bookstores around the edge of campus, too.  The Bearkat OneCard office located here is responsible for your student i.d. The Information Desk in the lobby will make copies for students and send a fax, too.


We will now proceed to the Lowman Student Center where you will watch a video and receive more information about SHSU.  It has been great being your tour guide. (Ask for questions as you go along.)
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TELL DRIVER TO PROCEED FORWARD





WHILE BUS IS STOPPED





BUS STOPS AT THE STOP SIGN





TELL DRIVER TO TURN LEFT ONTO SYCAMORE AVE.  BUSES CAN STOP HERE TO TALK ABOUT SPORTS AND ANSWER QUESTIONS.





             BUS WILL TURN LEFT AT 


                  SAM HOUSTON AVE 





BUS TURNS ONTO SAM HOUSTON AVE.





TELL BUS DRIVER TO TURN LEFT AT  


                    BOWERS BLVD                   





BUS WILL TURN LEFT AT COLISEUM   


            ONTO BOBBY K. MARKS





BUS TURNS INTO PARKING AREA ACROSS FROM CJ.  STUDENTS DISEMBARK FROM BUS AND REGROUP


FOR WALKING PORTION TO LSC. 





       WHILE WALKING TO THE LSC








