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Sec. 61.0515. SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS REQUIRED FOR BACCALAUREATE DEGREE.
(a) To earn a baccalaureate degree, a student may not be required by a general
academic teaching institution to complete more than the minimum number of
semester credit hours required for the degree by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools or its successor unless the institution determines that
there 1s a compelling academic reason for requiring completion of additional
semester credit hours for the degree.

(b) The board may review one or more of an institution®s baccalaureate
degree programs to ensure compliance with this section.

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to a baccalaureate degree awarded by an
institution to a student enrolled iIn the institution before the 2008 fall
semester. This subsection does not prohibit the institution from reducing the
number of semester credit hours the student must complete to receive the degree.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1230 (H.B. 1172), Sec. 12, eff. June 18,
2005.

Sec. 61.05151. SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS REQUIRED FOR ASSOCIATE DEGREE. (@)
To earn an associate degree, a student may not be required by an institution of
higher education to complete more than the minimum number of semester credit
hours required for the degree by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools or its successor unless the iInstitution determines that there is a
compelling academic reason for requiring completion of additional semester
credit hours for the degree.

(b) The board may review one or more of an iInstitution®s associate degree
programs to ensure compliance with this section.

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to an associate degree awarded by an
institution to a student enrolled iIn the institution before the 2015 fall
semester. This subsection does not prohibit the institution from reducing the
number of semester credit hours the student must complete to receive the degree.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 528 (S.B. 497), Sec. 1, eff. June 14,
2013.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1155 (S.B. 215), Sec. 33, eff.
September 1, 2013.

Sec. 61.0517. APPLIED STEM COURSES. (a) In this section, "applied STEM
course' means an applied science, technology, engineering, or mathematics course
offered as part of a school district"s career and technology education or
technology applications curriculum and approved, as provided by Section 28.027,
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