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Assistant Professor

Political Science

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Degrees Earned

May 2006 - Ph.D., Political Science, Rice University

Spring 2004 — M.A., Political Science, Rice University

Summer 2002 — M.A., Political Science, University of North Texas
Spring 1999 - B.A., Political Science, University of North Texas

Professional Licensure and Certifications

Peer-Review Publications and Artistic Performances/Exhibitions
Articles

"Markets, Ownership, and the Quality of Campaign News Coverage." Forthcoming, Journal of
Politics.

“Spatial Proximity to the US-Mexico Border and Local News Coverage of Immigration Issues.” (With
Regina Branton) Forthcoming, Political Research Quarterly.

“English and Spanish Language Newspaper Coverage of Immigration: A Comparative Analysis.” (With
Regina Branton) Forthcoming, Social Science Quarterly.

“Anglo Voting on Nativist Ballot Initiatives: the Partisan Impact of Spatial Proximity to the Border of
Mexico.” (With Regina Branton, Gavin Dillingham, and Beth Miller.) Social Science Quarterly
88(3):882-897.

Books

Chapters

"Anglo Voting on Bilingual Education: the Partisan Nature of the Impact of Spatial Proximity to
the Border of Mexico." Forthcoming, In The Politics of Latino Education, David Leal and Ken
Meier, eds. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. (With Branton, Regina, Gavin Dillingham, and
Beth Miller.)

Proceedings

Artistic Performances

Artistic Exhibitions

Research Monographs and Technical Reports

Funded External Grants



Peer-Review Presentations/Posters

“English and Spanish Language Newspaper Coverage of Immigration: A Comparative Analysis.” (With
Regina Branton) To be presented at the 2008 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science
Association, New Orleans, LA, January 10-12, 2008.

“Examining Institutional and Political Influences on Slanted Campaign News Coverage.” Presented
at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August
29-September 2, 2007.

“Different Agendas and Different Opinions? Local versus National News Coverage of Immigration.”
(With Marisa Abrajano and Regina Branton) Presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the
American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, August 29-September 2, 2007.

“Examining Institutional and Political Influences on Editorially-Driven Campaign Coverage.” To be
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, lllinois,
April 12-15, 2007.

“Consider the Source: Variations in the Effects of Attack Advertising.” (With Tyler Johnson) To be
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, lllinois,
April 12-15, 2007.

“Targeting Audiences: Media Attributes and Biased News Coverage of Immigration” (With Regina
Branton) Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New
Orleans, LA, January 3-7, 2007.

“Agenda Setting in Action: Public Opinion and Immigration’s Move from Border Problem to National
Problem.” Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association, New
Orleans, LA, January 3-7, 2007.

“Geographic Media Agenda Setting: Spatial Proximity to the US-Mexico Border and Local News
Coverage of Immigration Issues.” (With Regina Branton. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the
Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, lllinois, April 20-23, 2006)

“What Makes the News? Exploring the Determinants of Election Coverage in Local Television News.”
(Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, March 16-18, 2006)

“What Makes the News? Exploring the Determinants of Newspaper Coverage in Local Political
Elections” (Presented at the 2006 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association,
Atlanta, GA, January 5-7 2006)

“The Disenfranchisement of the No-Motor Voter” (With Gavin Dillingham, presented at the April
2005 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois.)

"Anglo Voting on Bilingual Education: the Partisan Nature of the Impact of Spatial Proximity to the
Border of Mexico." (With Regina Branton, Gavin Dillingham, and Beth Miller, presented to the
2004 Politics of Latino Education Conference, University of Texas Austin, December 10-11.



“Changing Ideological Boots: Adaptive Legislative Behavior in Changing Districts” (With Marvin King,
presented to the April 2001 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association,
Chicago, lllinois.)

“lllustrating the Impact of Redistricting with Congressional Voting Patterns” (With Marvin King,
presented to the March 2001 Annual Meeting of the Western Political Science Association, Long
Beach, California.)

Work or Professional Experiences

Reviewer, Journal of Politics

Reviewer, American Politics Research

Panel Chair/Discussant: Experimental Research, 2008 Annual Meetings of the Western Political
Science Association, San Diego, CA March 20-22, 2008.

Panel Discussant: Public Opinion Section, 2008 Annual Meetings of the Southern Political Science
Association, New Orleans, LA January 10-12, 2008.

Panel Discussant: Race and Politics Section, 2008 Annual Meetings of the Southern Political Science
Association, New Orleans, LA January 10-12, 2008.

Manuscript Reviewer: International Communication Association Conference, 2007.

Immigration Working Group Participant: 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
Association, Chicago, IL, August 29-September 2, 2007.

Panel Discussant: Media Bias, Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago,
Illinois, April 12-15, 2007.

Panel Chair: Agenda Setting and the Media, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, lllinois,
April 20-23, 2006.

Workshop Attendee: New Methods for Studying Social Behavior in Political Science, Rice University,
October 7-9, 2005

Honors and Awards

$4,960 Sam Houston State University Faculty Research Grant, 2006-2007

$250 Southern Political Science Association Artinian Award Travel Grant, SPSA 2007
$200 Graduate Travel Grant, Department of Political Science, Rice University, MPSA 2006
$250 Southern Political Science Association Prestage-Cook Travel Award, SPSA 2006
$250 Graduate Travel Grant, Department of Political Science, Rice University, SPSA 2006
$350 Graduate Travel Grant, Department of Political Science, Rice University, APSA 2005
$200 Graduate Travel Grant, Department of Political Science, Rice University, MPSA 2005

Other Competencies



	Spring 1999 -  B.A., Political Science, University of North Texas

