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EDUCATION 

Ph.D., History, University of California, Santa Barbara, June 1994 
M.A., History, University of California, Santa Barbara, July 1981 
B.A., History, University of California, Santa Barbara, March 1979 

 A.A., Ventura Community College, Ventura, CA., June 1976 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

Associate Professor, Department of History, Sam Houston State University, August, 2000 to the 
present 

 Undergraduate courses taught: 
 HIS 163: American History to 1876 

   HIS 163H: Honors American History to 1876 
   HIS 164: American History Since 1876 
   HIS 363W: Tudor Stuart England (taught in England for SHSU) 
   HIS 376W: American Colonial History, 1607-1763 

 HIS 383W: American Women's History 
 HIS 392W: American Indian History 

   HIS 468W: Era of the American Revolution, 1763-1789 (taught in England) 
 HIS 475W: Independent Studies (numerous titles) 

 Graduate courses taught: 
  HIS 571: Colonial and Revolutionary America 

   HIS 582: Topics in Women's History 
 HIS 597: Special Topics: History of American Sexuality (as well as other 
titles) 

   HIS 694: Seminar in History: Research in Local and Regional History 
 

Assistant Professor, Department of History, Sam Houston State University, September 1992 to 
August 2000 

Teaching Assistant, History Department, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1990 and 1981-
1984 

Research Assistant, History Department, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1980-1981 
Reader, Environmental History, History Department, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1980 

 
PUBLICATIONS   

“History of Animals and Society,” in Animals and Society (Delmar Publishers, 2005) 
Women and Domestic Life in Early America, 1585-1800 (http://www.xanedu.com: Bell & Howell, 

2000) 
"Preparing and Presenting an Academic Paper: 'A Joan of Arc with a Trowel': Pearl Chase and 

the Plans and Planting Committee of Santa Barbara," in TR5: To Research, To Read, To 
Reason, To Write, To Report: An Introduction to Research Writing edited by Diane 
Dowdey, Barbara Jones, and Katie Pannell (Needham Heights, MA: Simon & Schuster 
Custom Publishing, 1998) 

"Small Town Progressivism: Pearl Chase and Female Activism in Santa Barbara, California, 
1911-1918," Southern California Quarterly (Spring 1997) 

Black Texas Women: 150 Years of Trial and Triumph, by Ruthe Winegarten (Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1995) book review for Mississippi Quarterly (1997) 



  "Amelia Jenks Bloomer," Great Lives from History II: American Women, edited by Frank 
N. Magill (Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 1995) 

"Sarah Winnemucca," Great Lives from History II: American Women, edited by Frank N. Magill 
(Pasadena, CA: Salem Press, 1995) 

"Small Town Progressivism: Pearl Chase and Female Activism in Santa Barbara, California, 
1909-1929," Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Santa Barbara, June 1994 

"Pearl Chase and the Community Development and Conservation Collection," In the Library 
(March 1989) 

"Manuscript Collections of the Department of Special Collections, UCSB," In the Library 
(September 1988) 

   Drink and Disorder: Temperance Reform in Cincinnati from the Washington Revival to 
the WCTU by Jed Dannenbaum, book review for The Public Historian (Fall 1985) 

 
 
GRANTS and FELLOWSHIPS 

“Democracy and Diversity in Walker County, Texas” funded by Texas Humanities, 2009, one of 
five contributors 

“Extreme Makeovers: Transforming Students into Historians” a Teaching American History grant 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education for training High School teachers, faculty 
member, 2006-2007 

"The Blackwell Family: A Study in Nineteenth-Century 'Family Values,'" Faculty Research funds 
awarded by San Houston State University for summer research in Washington, D.C. and 
New England, 1997 

"Pearl Chase: California Conservationist," Faculty Research funds awarded by San Houston 
State University for summer research in California, 1996 

"Conserving the Environment: A History of the California Conservation Council," Faculty 
Research Funds awarded by Sam Houston State University for summer research in 
California, 1995 

Patent Funds, awarded by the Academic Senate for summer research in Virginia, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, 1985 

Graduate Student Research Grant, awarded by the History Department, University of California, 
Santa Barbara, for summer research in Virginia, 1985 

 
 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

Presenter, “Democracy and Diversity in Walker County, Texas,” East Texas Historical Society 
and West Texas Historical Society, Fort Worth, TX, February 26, 2010 

Presenter, “‘Miserable in the Extreme’: Housing, Gender, and the Indian New Deal,” Southwest 
Social Science Association annual meeting in Denver, CO, April 8-12, 2009 

Presenter, “Achieving the American Dream, Mexican Style, in Boettcher’s Mill,” Sam Houston 
State University Symposium, Huntsville, TX, 28 February 2009 

Presenter, “More than Battlefields: The History of the History of Agriculture” presented at the 
2009 Agriculture Ambassadors Conference, Huntsville, TX, January 4-6, 2009 

Presenter and Chair, “A Gendered Analysis of the Indian New Deal: The Impact of the 1934 
Reorganization Act on Apache Women,” written for the Southwest Social Science 
Association annual meeting in Las Vegas, NV, March 12-15, 2008 

Presenter, “‘Miserable in the Extreme”: A Gendered Assessment of  U.S. Indian Policy for the 
Mescalero Apache” presented at the 5th International Conference on History, Athens 
Institute for Education and Research,  Athens, Greece, December 28-30, 2007 

Presenter and Chair, “The Blackwell Family: A Study in Nineteenth-Century ‘Family Values’,” 
Southwest Social Science Association annual meeting in Albuquerque, NM, March 14-16, 
2007 

Presenter with Robert Shadle, “Boettcher’s Mill: Sawmill Barrio,” presented at the annual meeting 
of the East Texas Historical Association, Huntsville, TX, March 18, 2006 

Presenter, “ “Men Are ‘Workaholics,’ Women Are ‘Asexual’:The Historical Roots of Professional 
Women’s (A)Sexuality,” Southwest Social Science Association annual meeting in New 



Orleans, March 2005 
Participant, Round Table entitled “Women’s and Gender Studies: Assessments of the State of the 

Interdisciplinary Field,” Southwest Social Science Association, Corpus Christi, TX, March 
19, 2004 

Commentator, “Negotiating Conflict at the Crossroads of Culture: Zitkala-Sa’s Choices in 1901,”  
First Annual Women and Conflict: Historical Perspectives, Santa Barbara, CA, October 
10-12, 2003 

Presenter, “Journaling at the Crossroads,” Sixth Annual Meeting of Writing Across the 
Curriculum, Houston, TX, March 8, 2002 

Chair and Roundtable Moderator, “The Interdisciplinary ‘Texas Crossroads’ Program at Sam 
Houston State University,” 45th Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association of 
Texas entitled “Crossroads in America, in Texas and the Southwest, and in American 
Studies,” Sam Houston State University, November 15-17, 2001 

Co-chair and Commentator, for panel entitled “The Civil Rights Movement in the Southwest,” 
Southwest Social Science Conference, Galveston, TX, March 15-18, 2000 

Presenter, “My House Is Filthy But Tenure Is Secure,”  Women in Educational Leadership: 
Developing Potential, Sam Houston State University,  April 10, 1999 

Presenter, "Ethnic Women and Assimilation: The Better Homes Campaigns in Santa Barbara,"  
Southern Association for Women Historians' Third Southern Conference on Women's 
History, Houston, TX, June 2-5, 1994 

Presenter, "The Feminization of Housing: Pearl Chase and the 1920s Better Homes Campaigns 
in Santa Barbara, California," Women's Caucus of the Annual Meeting of the 
Southwestern Social Science Association, San Antonio, TX, March 30-April 2, 1994 

Presenter, "'A Joan of Arc with a Trowel:' Pearl Chase and the Plans and Planting Committee of 
Santa Barbara," Fourth National Conference on American Planning History/Fifth 
International Conference Planning History Group, Richmond, VA,, November 7-10, 1991 

 
REVIEWER ACTIVITIES 

Coursepack for Revolutionary America, Bell & Howell Publishing Company at 
http://www.xanedu.com, January 2001  

Coursepack for Colonial America, Bell & Howell Publishing Company at http://www.xanedu.com, 
December 2000  

“City Planning Through ‘Righteous Indignation’: Women’s Contributions to Santa Barbara City 
Planning, 1910-1950,” for the Journal of Urban History, Summer 1999 

"The Spiritual World of Franc Johnson Newcomb," for the New Mexico Historical Review 
Charles Akers, Abigail Adams: An American Woman for Addison Wesley Longman Press and 

submitted as part of the Library of American Biography series edited by Oscar Handlin.   
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 Current 

Advisor to Student Pagan Association since 1999 
 Academic Challenge since 1994 
 Annual Fund Committee, 2005-present 
 History Department Chair Search Committee, 2009-2010 
 History Department Curriculum Committee, 2007-present 
 Political Engagement Project, 2007-present 
 Past 
 Curriculum Review committee for College of Arts and Sciences 1997-2003 

General Studies Advisor/Mandatory Advisement, 1993 until the Advisement Center was 
established in 2003 

Sunday Warriors 1996-2001 
Honors Council Admissions Subcommittee–6 years and Chair for 2 of those years 

 Director, Regional Studies Center (studying feasibility); managed $20,000 budget for 2 years 
 SACs Effectiveness Committee–interviewed heads and then wrote reports on eight campus units 

Greek Task Force for the President (to develop a formal policy for the relationship between the 
university and Greek organizations) 1999-2001 



 Member of the English Department Chair Search Committee, Spring 1999 
SACs Institutional Effectiveness Committee (1998-1999)–interviewed heads and then wrote 

reports on eight campus units 
External Examiner for the College of Arts and Science 

 Thesis Defense for Debra Haynes in Political Science, November, 1999 
 Thesis Defense for Bobby Hutchinson in Sociology, August,  1994 
 Thesis Defense for Gayla Rowlinson in Sociology, Summer II, 1994 
 Thesis Defense for Sharon Seelig in Art, Spring 1993 

Member of the Art Department Chair Search Committee, Fall 1998 
Women’s Advisory Board (now Women’s Council) 1994-1999, served as Chair for two years 

1997-1999 
Environmental Studies Program Development Committee 1996-1997 
Women’s Studies Program Development Committee 1994-1996 
Sam Houston Memorial Museum Board 1994-98 
Saturdays at Sam 1996-1998 
"Women Then and Now" presented in Elliott Hall as a part of the Faculty Involvement Program 

and Human Rights Week, February 26, 1996 
Faculty Advisor for "Name that Woman: Trivial Pursuit with a Twist," Sexual Respect Week, Vick 

House dormitory, Spring 1995 
"What Is Women's History?," presented to University Women, Katy and E. Don Walker, Sr. 

Education Center, April 6, 1995 
Panelist for Writing-Across- the-Curriculum and its applications in History, Lowman Student 

Center, SHSU, September 29, 1994 
In a Different Voice 1992-1997, hosted all new incoming female faculty in 1994, 1995 and 1996 in 

my home 
Bearkat Speech and Debate Tournament, SHSU, October 9-11, 1992, served as a judge 
Advisor for student organizations 

$   Black History Committee 1993-1996 
$   Theta Chi Fraternity 1995-1998 
$   Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance, 2003-2005 
$   Student Pagan Association, 1999-present 
 
FIELDS of SPECIALIZATION 

American Women's History 
Colonial American History 

 Native American History 
 
RELATED EXPERIENCE 

Manuscript Curator, Department of Special Collections, Davidson Library, University of California, 
Santa Barbara, 1984-1989 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women 
Southern Association of Women Historians 

 Southwest Social Science Association 
 
REFERENCES (available upon request) 


