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Course Description: This course involves the study of research methods, project designs, and data-
gathering instruments pertinent to librarians/library media specialists, and educators. Research
techniques are applied to library/media center-based issues, and is centered on the production of a
research or grant proposal.
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Web address for NCATE standards;
http://www.ncate.org/public/unitStandardsRubrics.asp?ch=4#top

Web address for ALA/AASL standards:
www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aasleducation/schoollibrarymed/ala-aasl sIms2003.pdf

Course Format:

The content of this course is delivered in one required and one optional face-to-face full-day class
meeting, and online using Blackboard. In addition, course concepts are learned through self-study,
optional work with partners or small groups, and discussions on Blackboard. Evaluation consists of
professor assessments of graded submissions with rubrics and grantor requirements as well as and
classroom inquiries and discussion.

This course focuses on four major objectives (as assessed by the IDEA course evaluation system):

Essential:
1. Learning fundamental principles, generalizations, or theories
2. Learning how to find and use resources for answering questions or solving problems

Important:
1. Gaining factual knowledge (terminology, classifications, methods, trends)
2. Learning to apply course material (to improve thinking, problem solving, and decisions)
3. Learning to analyze and critically evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view
4. Developing skill in expressing oneself orally or in writing

Course Content:

Key Elements of Research Proposals and Reports
Major Types of Research

Research as a Management Tool

Awareness of Published Research

Preparation of Research Proposals

Program Improvement

Funding to Support Research

Funding to Support Library Programs
Preparation of Grant Proposals

Course Requirements:

Class Participation/Professionalism: Professional-quality, regular, and courteous participation in
course discussions. Personal communications must be made through Email and other means.
Students are expected to assist in maintaining a learning environment that is conducive to learning,
treating faculty, other students, and any visitors with respect, turn off all personal communication
devices while in the classroom. Students may not use course materials for any purpose than
personal study. All textbooks required for the semester are available the first day of class and must
be returned at the end of the course.

Course Assignments:
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Assigned readings are done before related written assignments. Readings result in written
submissions:

1. Posting on the discussion board recounting an experience related to research, either personal
or professional.

2. Readings from the texts and any other posted readings that may become available
throughout the course as source material for written assignments. The grade for this
assignment will be based on class members’ undirected postings and discussion.

3. Four written analytical summaries/annotations of published reports of major types of
research in pertinent periodicals, books, web resources, etc., following page specifications
below.

4. Topic approval form for the proposed grant topic.

5. Written report assessing 5 grant resources (lists) related to the student’s approved topic, and
for which the student’s school library is eligible.

6. Proposal to an appropriate grantor for funds for your library on the approved topic.

Evaluation:

Grades for required activities are based on timeliness (2 points deducted per day late), evidence of
having studied the readings, completeness, and accuracy, as well as following instructions, correct
American spelling, correct grammar, and following class file protocols. An A requires 90 to 100
points, a B requires 80 to 89 points, and C requires 70 to 79 points. The readings grade is based on
evidence of regular online discussion-board contributions and participation in the face-to-face
session activities. If the professor requests that a student repeat an exercise, the grade received on
the first submission will be averaged with the grade earned on the resubmitted assignment. The
percentage values for the final grade are:

1. Readings (as reflected in postings and contributions to class discussions) 8%
2. Identification and evaluation of pertinent reports of major types of research 40 %
3. Assessment of resource lists ... 20 %
4. Research or grant proposal ... 30 %
5. Return of books borrowed from SHSU ... 2%

Total 100 %

Expectations:

File requirements:
1. Students will keep external backups (external disk) of all work submitted;
2. Students will name submission files as instructed in each assignment;
3. Students will submit any requested revisions with the specified filenames; grades for
the original and revisions will be averaged
4. Students will reading course announcements and discussions daily, and are responsible for
taking into account any changes to the syllabus or assignments reflected in them.
Technology competencies/requirements at the beginning of the course:
1. Regular access to an online computer and Microsoft Word software
2. Competence in sending & receiving emails, and in attaching files to emails and
Blackboard links
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STUDENT ABSENCES ON RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS POLICY

Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that an institution of higher education
excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the
observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose. A student whose absence is
excused under this subsection may not be penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an
examination or complete an assignment from which the student is excused within a reasonable time
after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be followed by the student and instructor. A
student desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe (a) religious
holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved a written statement concerning the religious
holy day(s). This request must be made in the first fifteen days of the semester or the first seven
days of a summer session in which the absence(s) will occur. The instructor will complete a form
notifying the student of a reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or
examinations are to be completed.
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